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Formation of the Roxitk Korsan People's Commities- ¥

In Octobar 1945, For+th Korea's Five Provinces (onference was held in
P'yongyang. On» hundred ard ten deloagates, represenuirg the provinciel
. people's commitlues met at the conference and formed the provisional ad-
- ministretive organ, composed of ten bureaus, to undert-¥e ths political -
mification of North Eoree, amd %o act upon the numerous postlibereilion 2
problems that hald ariseu.

On 7 February 1946, the representatives of varinus dempcratic and
socialistic parties, chairmen of provincial people's committees; and the -
directors of the newly orgarized adminisgtrative bureaus mat in P'yongyang
for a Joint confeience, to pave the way for the establishment of the
peovisional govermment and thereby eliminate the local autonomy Leld by
regional pecple's committeea. The Joint conference organized the North
Eorean Paople's Committee and eppointed Kim I Sung its c‘airmn. Formed
without outside intervention, the North Korean People's Committee was
truly the mnswer ' to the basic desire of the Korean people, as 1t wus
fully aware o2 the needs and interests of all social sirata of the Korean
public, particulerly of the working masses.

To cement the legal foundation of this nsw form of govermment, the .
election to the People's Committee vas held, first in 1946 for the committees .
in provirces, cities, counties, and in 1947 for those in townships and .
villages. The elactions for the various levels of commitiees.were
coxucted strictly according to basic democratic principles, that is,
" by direct, impartial,and secret pallot in an atmosphore of absolute
freedom. Thue, for the first time the people saw eri expsrienced genuine
democracy ot work. Suffrage was granted to all citizens over 21 regard-
less of sex, length cf residence, or degree of wesalth. Exceptions to thls
rule were thoss legally indicted as pro-Japanese, reactlonary, or mental
patients, and those who hed lost their voting rights through court’
) dacigiona. This group numhared b.367. which 1s only 1 /2.000th of the total
voting population.
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The ‘mumber of voters reashed 7 million,
organizations participated in the alectiong
" voters caat beliocts.

levels of the people & conmittees was es follows: . Pa¥Eers

k;182, clerke 8,697, intellactuals 829, merchents 877, {ndastrty 3o

gntreprensure ﬁ religioua vorkers 211, former laﬂmre‘%, and yand.
c“axtmmn 5. ‘ ‘

The compoai’cion of the comuitteersn by political aff{liuticn was:
J.ebor Party 57.7 percent; Demosratic Pavty 7.7 percent, Youth Party 5.3
. percsnt -and nonaffilicted 29.3 percent,

, 4 notevorthy result of the election wue that 9,488, or 13.1 percent \ R
oL the total alected members, were women. . ST

“ The ganeral convention of the People s Committae was held in February
1947, and the North Korean People's Amsembly was established. It was composed P
“of the members of the¢ Peopls's Committee amd the representativea of varlous '
' political parties elecisdl by the general convention. Tke structure of the ' ) -

; ‘North Korsan government vas thae completed.

A paral].el dewlopment of thia pericn was the workera e.nﬁ aocia.l ’
organizations. The Workers' League, which now has 405,000 members, rapidly ,
gained 1ts foothold during the 3-yeer poetliberation period. In addition,
the Farmers' League with 2,500,000 rembers, tho Domocratic Women's League with .
1,180,300 membera, and the Demncratic Youth League with 1,3C0,000 members, A
were also organized. In July 1946, themd, together with cther orgenizetions N
launohad the North Korean Demooratic People's Front movament. With its
formidable numerical and political strength, the above movement bravely
challenged the eviis of capltalistic imperialism. Its role in bullding .
the foundation for the establishment of ths Demccratlic [eople's Republlic .
of Korea was indeed great.

Cn 23 March 1946, the Twanty-FPlank Platfcrm was declarsd. This distinctly
zet forth the basic policy forthe formation of the true democratic govermment in .
North Zorea. The policy was quickly put into practirs. ond in that month <. 3
i.m Lund Reform. Labor, Sex Bquellty laws and the Indugtrisl ldationslizatlon '
Act rere put iri: eifect.

Land Reform and Elimination of Feudsalign I

The agricultural system of Ncrth EKoree teforo lemd rsform wes a typical
11lustration of feudaliem. There were 1,00%,600 farm houscholds in Forth

Korea before the reform, of which 69,400, cr 6.7 percent of the total,
were landowners. These relatively few ,.andownerb owned 1,144,900 c‘:ungbo
[ne chungbo is 2. 451 acra.37 or 59 £ percent of +he totel °“able lond. -

About 80 percent of the total farm population were landless tenant farmsrs
vho lived like slaves at the mercy of the lanlowners.

In 1942, < gyewers 4,475,725 chungto of rice and dry fieolds In all Xorea,
and 2,775, 762 chungbc, or 52.2 percent of the totnl, were in tne hanfy of
le.niowners. while the tenant farmers, reprecenting 96 percent of the total
farn_households, owned as 1ittle as 2,599,963 churgio, or 7.8 percent
[£157 of the total (source: Libderztion anral, 10L6).

These tenant farmers paid notoriously high rent, gererally ranging
from 50 to 90 percent of the crop. Tn aldftion, under the established
cugtom o7 tlis mester-servant relati mship, the truente were compelled
¢ contribute gifte in kind and labor lest thay be evicted from their land.
£1so, the Japanese govermment {nprsed upcn them compnlaory grain-
collection system. und JOAr pRUTXS Wery Immpadat in iue viliegos.
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"All these factors kept the lundless f 3
‘percent- of the total farm population was heavil,
Debts per famliy averaged 155 won. Ovxr 77 pedes
‘starved during eaca apring sowing season,

v+ Unler the Lend Reform Law promulgated on.5 March 19h6, s kotsl of
chungbo of lanl was configcated from lamiowners. 0Of 4his, 981
rodistriduted free to the landlees farmers, 22,387 chungbo' to hirek
. 603,107 chungbo to lerdless tenants, 345,97k chungbo to faimers with beltws - * .
the-mindmn acreage, snd 9,622 chungbo to the disposséssed lavdowners whe ' =~ - 7. .-
had moved to other countles. More than 500,000 familiss were benefited by h
land’ reform. L

o In order to geabilize sgriculiural ecobomy awd to improve cuitural
conditions,, on 27 Jume 1046 the Cammittes issue n Jaw goveining the tax in . \ -
~kind, by wkich the farser pald the tax in grain st rates of 10 - 27 peroent i
“of the crop. A :

Farm conditions soon began to improve: iu 1947 aver 100,000 families built : o
nev homes. In P'yongan Famio, for example, 10,740 new houses were built axd
' '7,000 repaired during the one-year psriod preceding Juane 1547. Among the
fermmmvho bullt new houses, 7,795 familiies were omse destitute during the <
" Japanese oscupation. - Beside new houaes, thess farmers in. P'rongan Nawio . T
bought 4,766 head of catile, '1,880 thrashing machires, amd 10,730 unite of
" other ramm equipment in 1947. The so-called Patriotic Rice Movewsnt launched .
in Chaeryong County, Ewsnhae-do, in December 1946 was the direct expression of . .
the gratitudeé of the farmers tuward the new Nortk Korean ragimes. o

Working Conditions Improve . i

The average workirg hour cf the Eorsen worker urder the Japanese Zallbatsu -4
vas from 12 to 1 hours a day., From Tamery through Auguat 1540, thers wore .
823 casee of labor dispites, involving 49,000 workers. Not until 2k June 1946, -
vhen the North Xorsen People's Coumiitee peessl the new Labor Lew, did the :
Boroex worker: have an 3-hour day. leglalative protectiyn end a social secuxity
ayston. . )

Under the Labor Law, the wo.kers gained the followiny sdvantages in addition
to the akrsve:

1. A T-hour day for workerr engeged in hacardcus occupations.

2. A 5- to 6-hour day for fnvenile workers bstween the agee of 1k and
16. Working is prohibitsd for Juven!lss under 14 jears of ags.

3. Vacation with pay, 2 weeks for adult workers, one month for Juvenile 5.'."
workers, each yeor, :

4, Free medical care; financial aid for those who are temporarily
Incapacitated due to illness orascident; annual pensicrn for those permanently
incapacitated; annusl pension and funeral sxpsnses for those who die in
1ine of duvty. :

5. Provision for 35-day preraternity and l2-day pcetmaternity reet
periodo Por femsie worlers, and free tursing hours ‘n the shop

6. Stipula‘ion of working corditions betwesn management and employee;
privilege of collective bargaining.

T. Equal pay for equal amoi.nt of work, ragardless of rex, ago. or
race. .-

3 e
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\ ;. The edvancemont of weges, sfficiency, and ¢ubtpyl
1948 People's Bconomic Plan has beem phevcmpnai. " Waged 1161
Ihe first yusrter 1948 to 135.6 percent that of 194§; ‘
6. 232.7 percent of 1G4E. ~ ‘

“"Twenty nins public mirseries, 22 child care centers foi workers -
resort centers and 2,545 trade agresments were approyed 4y the Wetles" Je
during 1948. ' Ae & result of the repii development of &he Woplete. eaoreug,
upemploymems, vwas reduced to such an extent that & Ixbor shortage 15 how Telt.

The Women's Role in the Culturel Development

We now painfully retall that befcre the liberation aimost the entire fe-

male’ population of Eorea was 1lliterate. Women ws¥e mlmcat completelv
,deprived of cultural privileges, except for the 20 percent of tha femaie
populaitenvwith elemeptary education and the & parcent with high-school (&
education.. A surprieing number of women lel the so-called "Kisang" life, J
the public amd private prostitirtion system encouraged by t¥» epansae.

~These women were eventrally shipped out to Manchuria and North China and

were enslaved by the capltalist bloocdmuckers. The Sex Xquality law,

proclaimed on 30 July 1346, gave freedom to Korean women for the first time

An hKistory. .o R o ’ ' : ‘

, . The Sox Equality Law wag eignificant both politically ol sociologically
r 11 that women constituted more than half of the Korean population. The effect
of the law was immediately regzZstersd by the fact that 3! women membors wore

: slected to the Peorle's Assembly, 553 tc the city and county committess, 1,936
".-:' ' to the township committees, ard 7,049 to the village committoes.

b Many important pudlic and privete positions were alao occupled by waeen.
| The North Kores Womon‘s League now has 1,180,000 members.’ ’

Industriel Reform

.. The Irdastrial Naticvalization Act proclajazsd on 10 August 1046 completely e
) changed: the menufacturing, transportatiorn, communications, banking, amd other *
importani Industrial systems of North Korea. As the result of the f{mdustrisl 1
reform, 1,034 separate industrial eutities monopdlized by the few Japanese, .
pro-Japanosge Koreans, and reactionarieg were roturvel to the people. The .
collective ownarship of inrdustries brought about & drastic improvement in
industridl efficlency. Notably, in 1947 the furna:ee of the lwanghae Iron-
works were completely restored to working condftio. and the production of pig
Coe iron wae sterted. The C.'ongjin Textile M11l alsc resumed the manufacturs of
. rayon. In general, the People's Economic Plan feir 1947 attained 102.5 percent
of the goal, and there !o no doubt that the record for the first “alf ov
1048 will aleo surpass the goal.

The People's Economic Plan

North Korean economic reconstruction under +he Pecple's EBconomic Plan,
nevertheless, had to overcoms many difficulties:

1. The necessity of restoring in the shortast possible- tine the
industrial facillties destroyed by the Japanese.

2. The lack of raw waterials, technical knowledge, and trained
technicians.

. 3. Various Aisadvantages arising from the political and economic
e division of Korea, amd Trom the constant atruggle agalinat domestic and
international resctiocnsry pressvres.
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‘ ‘These d4fficultica vers » nevertheloss, 9o:
to the improved Industrisl sfficientr and the ypa
workers. The resulta of the Beonomis Flan uuaﬂi
are brisfly swumsarized below (announced at ths Joix
Kim I1 S\mg) :

_;_-._.,_9&7 Production (19% equals 100%)

Conl *
Carbide and fertilizer
Light {rduetrial produecta
: Perrous mstal p'ﬁcduote
~Iron . ‘
" Pig dizon -4 Y
‘ Textile products ‘

h¥
-

) &zriculture

, The 1947 orop asreage was 100.h percent of the origim.l eastimate.
Grain produci‘,ion for l9’a7 1 noraased by 180, 000 tona over 1946,

'

P

3 Cumorce )

. The rate of commodity flow in 1947 increased to more than 900 porcont
that cs 1946, with the value amounting to over 7,582 million won.t

L. ¥iucation

;/ The preliberation coloniel system of education was completely

; eliminated and a true, democratic educationml. system was established. At
the same tiue, the number of schools increased dy 35 percont and studenmta
by 26 percent over 1946. Now in 1948 there are 3,008 public sthcels and
cver 1,350,000 papils in Forth Koree. There are aluo 574 secomdery echools,
with 250,000 students. During the Japanese ocoupstion theve vere only two
technical schools and eix normal aschools in Nortn Korea. Now there are
5k %echnical schools, 13 normal schools , 3 teachers colleges. one enginsering
collage, one medical collega, and a university.

The Kin Il Sung University, composed of twechers, ongineering, medical, .
and agricultural college, will also open in the fall of 1948. North Korea will
then have a total of 11 colleges. A tctal of 20,360,000 coples of textbooks
have been isgued in North Korea.

5. Culture

Bewenteen thoatrical groups and sight orchestras wére ~vganized.
The North Korean Motion Picturas Studio was also baiit, In Nerth Korea, there
are 25 newspapers and 22 monthly periodicals published, totaling 100,0C2,779
copies. Recently, doctorate and bachelor degrees were conferred upon Kim
Doo-hong and 22 other outstanding cultural lealers by the North Korean Feople's
Comuittee at the 65th Asssmbly.

Another result of the Pecple’s Economic Plan was the substantial improvement
of living comitions, resulting from 2 pteady supply of the necessities of lile
at a lov price. The Kurth Korean working class now enjoys &n increapsd real
wage and lower prices. The rate of price decline of esdential commodities from
thequotation at the end of November 1947 to the quotatien st the end of March
1948 1 as follows (in percent): cotton 47, 1ight bulbs 50, scap 46, matches
5, work shoes 50, rubber shoes 59, socks 62, towels €6, brijuettes 60, dried
pQllack 62, pork 17, ondons 72, confectionery 43, and lumber 40.

.
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utioNationalized business «od the develoyment A
are the factors mainly resporsidls for the price declis,

;. The North Korean People’s Commitiee aleo ] 208
the wwifare of the worker. Two and ono-half years afiad
/mumber of national hospltals increased to 770 percent of
number; hospital beds, to 760 percent; and clinics to 1

The' Constitation of the Democratic Poopls's Republie of Kores

. The Committsecfor I .actment of the Provielonal Constitution of Xewes:
wag formed in November 1947 by the decision of the People's Assenbly. The : ,
-above committes sulmitted the drafi to the Fourth Assembly whioh conwenad RURTREERY
in February 1948. Before adopting the conatitution, the Assembly detided R i e
to make it public for study by the penple. Thus, from 12 Pelruary to 25 Y
April 1946 coples of the drait were circulatsd among all eitizens of Kores. iy
- ‘The coastitation was anpported by the absolute wajority, imsluding many f J
citizene in South Korea. A meeting was called on 28 April 1948 by the Dlorilc
Poople's Acsembly, which forwarded the draft to the All-Xores: Leglalative
., Couneil for approval. The Constitution of tho Demooratic People's Republic
+ - of. Korea wag thus edopied. p )

It vag aboul thils period that the South Korssn puppot regime decidsd <o
carry cut a separate dlection for South Korsa ir a move to separate the sonthern
half permanently from the northern half amd %o enslavu the South Korsan populace
for the bemafit of the US imperfalisits. YThis was done in spite of the strong
opwosition by the Koreen people.

Fifty-six political ard gocial organizations of North and South Korea met
ia P'yongyang on 19 April 1948, just before the 10 May election in South Eorea,
and formulated a plan to lsuach & nationwide. campaign against the election.
The olection went on in spite of the oppositicr, and the so-called "Natiomal
Agsembly” wes fabricuted as o resnlt.

In reaponse to this new devslopment, the Council of the North and South
Korean Political amd Sociel Organizetions decided to form the Supreme People's
Aapembly of Koree wi*h a view toward establiching a ceniral government In
Forea. 'Thus, im accordance with the North Korean Constitution, the gensral
electicn of the members to the Supreme People's Asgemoly of Korea took place
on 25 August 1948. Fearly k& million people attended the mass meetings held
in more than 1,000 localities in North Korea, and pledged their loyal support
of the eleotion.

Thie climarzed the period of brilliant postliberation accomplishments in
North Korea, marked by the Listoric buginning of the North Korean People's
Committee, the uifcigetteble land reform, labor law, industrisl recovery,
the Pedple's Bconomic Plen, and finally, the Constitution of North Korea.
Thus, step by step, we steadily approach the goal of unification and .soversign
independence of the Fatherland.
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